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Germany .

TOP S c

f lott e 3

hile Ge:rmany was oombining i t s offensive unit s in th Luft-

a , whioh had been r eat ly reduoed in strength thro h oan-

tinuous aotial, . th i ghter units for the purpos e- of def ding the

Charme l ooast, t here al.eo began an expansion of the defense system

. t h:in Germany, un de r the direotial 0 Luttf lotte Reioh , first against

night r aids d 1 t er again t those by da.Y.

The war :in the Eas t had put not only the Luft w e , but also

t armie s in the est, al t he d en Lve , The impor t anoe at t he SIS

inoreased , and both Lu1't flot te 3 d t e defen e of Germany re ui d

its support more d 1IlOnt urg tly. The extensive r dar or gsnizatien,

whioh l eng ago d p sed the experiment 1 s t ge , eemed to demand in-

oorpor t i on int o the gene ral fr work of Si gn Intelli gmoe.

Twa , arter six mcnth' s n got i a t icn , the SIS Re imm t est

was aotiftted. In it were inoluded the two speci al

German Po tal Servioe and the Lutt afte PrOO:llri!mlll'!rnt

. 0 unit s of the

visi CIl. The

scientifio ohiefs of this undertaking , who either oould not or would

e not gree al the tact i oal empl oyment ot t he i r mal i t oring work, were re

moved. The IS fixed at tiClls became n bered oampani e and dis oarde d

t he ir cover-n a. In k eping wi t h the int erests of Luftflot te 3 and

Luftflotte Rei oh , the Regiment was as igne d to Luf t f'lotte 3 Hea dquar-t er'e

and orgsnized into three bat t i als . (See igure 9).

1st Bat t ali cn , SiQlal

(

with: 1 evaluat i on oOlD.l~:Y

3 wiT interoept 0 anies (with individual D/F networ k )

1 R/T interoept oompany (th,is oompany was late r plaoed

P SEC c. l unde r the 3rd Battalial).
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1 t &11 .... torJDl!td the IS atat1eD in Pww ,
g~IIlJ& .""" Re t ot Lutttlott 2 in the ~..~

t - at1eD m SOM];HJI18l- .1. , the R/1' VHP pla OeD in W1aalll -

' 0 a1 , t -stat1 m Bougival near Pari ( t r ill terr d to Pew ),

III parta t • W-Le1tat.U. 3 in Bougift1.

1'bi. battal1eD CeDcm t r at ed the are ot the Deut ebe cht '.

HoUllld d Bela1 (see !Pi 1 ).

141 aional 1. In. reept i on t HF WiT and R/T trat't1c ot th W'

her C d ( lat r &lso t USAAP) , and all

tratt10 lating to it. lIeD1torin at the

t ot 16 Group , RAP Coast C

2. Independent val t 10n ot this t ratt1c c d 1 suing

ot reports .

ing en int lli en ce to Lutt lotte

3 Head uarters , and to the coumanders of L t-

tlotte Reich an 1'11e erkcrps XII. (Por this

'purpose appropri te eva! t or s were transterred

trom t he ' - Le1tst l le 3 to Z 1st , Holl d).

1'he batt al1m organ i ze d it. wark in a purposeful manner. The

t hree wIT oCllplll1e. ve the gre t er part of their analysts to the

e uatiCD camp 71, whioh ..as in Zeil!Jt~ Pluh reports, like the DlCI1th

r eports, ..ere ther ter done by the evaluat1m c omp y eD13 .

~ this ..~ Mel de kDpt 1 c into existence, it. original

miasieD being to pr o de dvan ce warning ot enq- raids.

-37-



The area with which the battalion concerned i t el f · cons i s t ed

ment s and is u1ng 0 r eport ,.

tions tumi h d an additimal medium

TOP SECRET

Po tal Service md the Luttwat Procurement Division,

The 2nd Batt ali m as tonDed tran the two special r adar mits

of the Ge

The m itoring of t he IFF reco6fli t i al s ignal with a cathode ray

t ube , an the D/F- i:".g of this signal made it possible t o plot enemy for-

TO P SECRE-r
-38-

beacons and direo t i mal be n inat

5. Independs1t e 1 t i on of th e mcnitoring coomit-

4. JQWlIlU.·~lg of ene1l\Y ground and airborne r adar.

3. Int er ceptim of air borne r a dar .

he importanc e of r int erception inc ea s ed day by day, and,

r adar signals.

i sian : 1. Int ercept i on of heavy, medium , and light ground

of Holland, BelgiU1ll, and France. (The out-s t t i on of the compan i e s

are not s holm in Figure 10).

and the replacements that later foll owe d.

2. Mcn i t oring ot navig ticnal aids.

2nd Bat t ali cn , Si gnal Intell i gence Regiment est

with: 1 evaluation company (Radar Control center)

2 radar intercept oompani e s

1 j g canp~

in working with the SIS , 150m surpa sed the backward and inf l exibl Air

The int eroept i on of Briti h gro d radar in oonneotion with

R/ tr 1'i o gave a olear p otur of eneJI\Y f i ghter 0 trol thode . Radio

for t he predictim of r aids by he vy bomber its .

R d aming S rvice.

-. -- -. ----_ .._-.._---
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IIld

tions and determine to whioh organ i a t i OO8 t hey belooged. ThU8 000

oen t r a t i Cl1s and sorties of eneuv fighters or bomber s ooul d be n ot ed

before they: orossed the English ooast, and our fighter defense oould

be given timely warning and instruotiens.

3rd Battalion, SiEal Rag t 3, Legi m Condor

(Sinoe t he Bat t ali en was tormed out ot the 3r d Battalim of

Signal Re t 3, t his was r et d tor reums ot tra-

dition ).

wit h , 1 evaluaticn 00 y (tor r ly the W- Leit t el l e ·3)

3 rjT intercept oompani e s (with 1ndirldual DI p n worb )

1 R/T interoept oompcy

1 obool md rep t o~~.

The 3rd Battalien w to freD t he W- IAi t t lie 3 in Bougival,

the 8th, 9t h , an d loth 0 S ot Si al Regiment 3, l ocat ed in urn e-

Obsrb g, Deauvilie , St . 0, respect! vely , SIS st t 1en in Brest ,

and t SIS-Sobool in M81maj sen , near . '

T ttalien w stat i m ed in PrlDo"e.

K1 aicza s 1. OOftraa ot t RU' Ooastal 0 de

2. OOftrag ot the RAP fight Cc;-.uwd (later also

the 8th l.BUP Pighter 0 d) .

be RAP~ Cooperat1en C

( lat TAP) .

4. a ... at t he .l1r Raid Wa.ming Sernoe IIld

rM.1 .rtio ot t na air , t be !al-

a rry d, • tr&1Dinl .

- 39-
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as commanding off i cer of the regiment J since ncne of t he SI-

his assist an t s:

(Radio Oper t i ona )

(Signal supply J wire and radio)

(Transport tion)

(Persann 1 and admin istrat i on )

(Representative ot the Canmanding Offioer )

(Oper at i on s , evaluat i m, quipnent )

III N

III K

IN

In oreating t he regiment J s er i ous mi stakes were made in refer-

Th regi.ment a l c OlIlIl81'lder had

officers oonmanding \U1its in t he West had the required length

TOP SECRET

5. Independent evaluatiQ'l ot this traftio and issuin

of military service . The off icer signed to this most import-

ot r eport s .

6. The passing Q'l of tactioal intelligenoe to the

units of Luttflotte 3.

Group I I a (H)

Maj or of the St f

Adjutant IIa, IIb

Statt of the Si gn Intelligenoe Regiment W t

This battali cn had more varied tasks than that of the other two .

a) An SI-Battalion ooumand.er from the E s t ern Front w s ass i gned

enoe to organizatim and persormel.

Its evaluat ion oamp y l ost it position 8.8 a central evaluat i on station

for the ent ire est. The r egi ment al staff was located in its area.

an t position, whic h was an except i onall y diff icult one froUt

both the technical end military standpoint, brought nothing

with him but his seniority. It i also to be regretted that

he was incapable of selecting able assistants from 81IIa1g the

outstanding pers amel of t he e stern Regimen t . Therefore J he

OP SEC, E 1
-40-
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beo
,

a pri cmer 0 hi own t ~t, and the reg:i.msl t

a t bl organ1zat1en to whioh the ambitiouB an d t lented

bat t allen o~-...,ders , as well as the 8I-l1ais ott1oers ,

siapls paid no dj .

b) Two l in otticer , with n o SIS experienoe , wer assign d

o ding otfioer ot t he 1st md 3rd BattaliCll . Th1 l ed

to oCllt:inual oontroversie with the elt-ocnsoiou , sel f -

as ured valuation otticer , s of whioh t ook en grotes que

t • Por ding offi cer ot the 1st Batt alion

had the highl3 tal ented but over-ambitious ohief of his e 1-

uat i cn oompany oommitt to an :insane asyl um. For this aot he

w removed from t he batt i on , an d the oalllllilld given to his

erst whil e vict im who was proIOOt ed t o oaptain.

In tho 3rd tta.licn the dip lomat i o cunn ing of the ocmnander

proved superior to his evaluation o:t'f'ioers. He ohanged t hem

oont inually , whioh led to a decl :ine in effici enoy of the

evaluatioo. oompany . .Finally, after n rous f ailure s ; it was

decided also in this case to give the position of conmanddng

offioer to a speoialist.

0) The 2nd Battalion was oOIIlD81'lded by a soientist. As a tactioian

he left muoh to be desired, and at the end of a year, during

whioh time he did oCl'lsiderable damage , he had to be removed.

Instead of his being l)laoed in oharge of the developnent of

radar interoept receivers, in whioh field he coul d have undouot -

edly made good use of his qualifioations as an ' HF technician,

he beoame head of the entire r adar sect i on in the Offioe of

1
-41-
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the Chief Sisnal Officer of the Lutt affe , thereby gi ving

wider scope to his inef f i cien cy .

d) The three evaluat i on c ompanies worked canplet 13 independ t13

of Cl'le anot her . Operaticnally t her e was no cCl'lt rolling b~

for the r egiment . Ref er at ' B, which had dir eot i cnal authorit y

ove r the c omp ies of the r egiment in all SIS matters , and which ,

t hmks to i t experienced, wel l -sel cted personn el , i'unct i Cl'led

most excellently in studaYing enelqy navig t icnal a i ds, in all

quest ion of f:inal evaluatiCl'l, an d in cooper at ing wit h l ag

Lutt and techni oal st 1' , had no intent i Cl'l of bor dinat ing

itself to the c cmnand of a r egiment with no ideas, end which

perhaps would have deer sed i t s eff i c i ency. en the ot her hand ,

it 0 rtamly was pr eTellted 'tu the exi stence of t he giment

'f rom inter erin in administr at i ve matters. It would have

been oor r ect to pI e th ev u ticn eot ion \meier th reg-

iment d w d include Re er at B. In t hi s ay R ter t B

would not have been r e duo d in import ce ~ nor it. ork tor

the .1-2 ot Lutt"·1~. Headquarters curtail As things s t ood,

bowe'ftr , t he growth 0 the SIS r ined eiepen t Cl'l the in

i.tiative and inspiration 0 oapable caupany d battaliCll

o der •

}. Stnni\h (See Figure 9 d 10)

In t ddl at 1942 the re . t CCl1sist 01' 3 ttalicn

wit a total ot- .14 0 anies. addition, there was t battaliCl'l in

Horwq t 5 001.1111... '1' appro t e over all s t IIlgth

• T
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batt alions a rigi d oentralizaticn had alreadjy been. accompl i shed, t hank

The monitor ing 0

TOP SECRET

cier , Oapt a in Rueckheim , devoted himsel f to the t ask of

d t he Radar S rvice, and made full e ot t

siderati cm in mat ters ot oonst ruot i cn material , wire, etc. The air-

heavy bomber unit s as a field in whioh the Reich def.ense organiz ticn

or t warning and plot t ing sy t de lop d in Meldekopt 1 w s an

J agdkorp I, took oare of the def ense 0 Gennany . Than KS to t he alert-

to the ability ot its cemnanding offi oer end his olose dv isers. In

In gener a l eaoh batt im developed independently , acoording

talented 0

A s harper division devel oped between the evalu t i on and in-

task or a geograp hio location made an except i on neces ary. 1ithin the

teroep t oanpanies , exoept where evaluat icn probl ems sri ing frcm speci 1

ee nt with Referat B as to the fundamental aim ot OOillbat intelli gence,

genoe , the 1 t Batt ali on was tar ahead of the ot her two. I t s highly

t he ccmscien ~ious oompilaticm and exp l oi t aticn of all pos i bl e int elli -

to .the existence ot the evaluati on companie s . These c cwp ies were in

ne ot t he commanding offioer, the batt a.licm was gi ven s pecial coo-

thoroughly covering the British and Amerioan heavy bem r units d

plotting their routes. He earl y r ecogn i ze d the wi de scope of th SIS

exempl ary cne, and tollow1ng t oreatica of the ZAP , wa adopted l:u

all SIS-uni t s .

was also very gre t l3' interested. Fli gerkorps XII , which 1 ter oame

name13', a knowledge of the depl oyment and or gani zat i on of the er1e11\Y'S

4. Oper tions

... ---....- ... .' ~ ----

Authocity blY'L32 g23 _

-e

t f ir t the oor ly 00 ded 2nd Batt a lion was not 0 pable of

TOP SECRET .
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sett :1ng up i t s awn eldedop r. Its cc:mpanies esta.blished individual

cOlIlDan d po sts whic h p sse d their r eport s to Meldekopt 1. he janming

c 0IDp8l'1y als o wor ke d ind.ep dent:I3' of the battalim, its j ers ing

depl oy ed almg t h coast for use against British gromd ~adars .

The least ohanges occurred in t he case of t he 3r d Batt lim

which c ont inued in its accustomed JJWU1er of working .

5. Evalu at i cn

The form of mes ges and reports was fixed. Sanet :imes , in a

speci fied sector , rep orts co ing a l cng r t im period were made in

order to clarify a oertain event or to preven t cert ain devel opments.

6. Si gnal Coumun i oat i on (See Fi gure 11 )

As the diagram show:1ng the liai s on and mess chanp l s f or

1942 indicates, the wire sy s t . was furt her expanded. In addit ion t o

the individual teletyp lines wi t hin the companie , several tel hcne

l:1nes were available, most of them running f rom the switchboards of t he

evaluaticn oompanie s t o t he int ercept companies. Likewise t her e were

ale or two lines to t he SIS liaison officers at headq rters. The dia-

gram does not t ake into accoun t the various direct lines from the c om-

pede s t o t he SIS - l i a i scn of'f';.cer s , the purpose of which was to achieve

a minim\DD of' delay.

The whole construction of the c ications network was fOl.D'ld-

ed on t he principle of passing Q1 int ercepted tratf'io as quick:I3' as

poss i bl e. A delay of mor'e t han two minut e s c ould not be t oler a t ed..

This conside r able expansion made nece s s ary the building of

l arge telephone cent rals:

T OP SECR E r
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b....... IlIQ;Lai.PWIIlrJ_i:. -

o t ,..._tal crcJhll~...

bOaz''dII) wi

5-6 16'. (nit

250-300 100al 4rop •

tr , in hIJl

t 8t OOl"~ md 5t

aq elep •

CClIIPIm.y , D/P oontrol 0 ioati •

.... 0 be m.t d.

'fbe r'ep.mt al- t eletype 0 t r al -8 linea to the L watt

eXlW IlP S, m a4d1tiOD to 1 es to the OO.I.lll i • and S - ••
'I'hiI.~ were t tel e1;Y1)l1-O ~)hiJ.... tor t secret _ s; _

- 10 tor .atllI"ft o~.u.oatiCllls. Altoae1=hetr, about 500- tele

7. L1a1sem

. he 1ia1sca

art s (See Pigure 11)

t he incU:ri. al wJ. t i m tatians t other

ua t. d adquartera YalM.ltl areatl,r. In t~ oaa. or t he 1.t Bat t em

i s t oroe• .w r OOD tratad. 'f a ati Cilal d t aa t ioal ork wu

rporat d in eldekopt 1. inca o~~d ot the diat Be or GerIIIq'

u the han a

i t \KIDeoes ary to end 1iais CD om s eit r to that H adquartera

or to i t . d1 B1 , t c y ocmunder d his u si stmts adn.eel ·

t •• be~quart... tr t he Me1dak t . I t wu J,y neoea.ar,y to ~

ottio r to Lutttlot t. Re;l.oh to prot t si al intelli g c int rest s
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SIS-l scm attic r was likewiae uaigned to the P ht er

Holl d.

The 2n ttaliCIL was mable to tumiah ita om SIS-liaiscn

ottio a. The report ot thia :tit i on w e either pass d to el opt

1 or ea.t directly t t~ pr iate 8 - l i a1aCl1 otticers. Lat er, a

aeparat aHie t er t o r a4ar orta aet up in the Meldekopt 1

(Korfu orth ) .

The l 1aiBClD ottioer ~ent to Lutt t l ott e .3 Headquarters by t he

.3 :ttalicm did the staft' work. H lla.4 to ocmrpU e .1-2 reports in

IIdditicm to those ot t e indivi dual 8IS- st at ims , d he had to oen-

tribut t o he daiq combat report. In w~s hi work c ed with

t :t at oertam teomioal

Staft.

ad: s era on t he ~te Operations

ot the t blenesa or the re._ _ .t , the SIS-liai

ioers were bl to up thei r ohmnel s tor operational s-

apa. Tbe;y reoeiYed report direotq trc. t he int e t atati<:l1s, IVP
oCllt r ola, cd ra4ar int ept stat i a; thia hould have been the duty

ot the 1deIcoepte. In this wq t t ., in the oour. at t ,
loat oh t lllJe with quarters , and t he well -o<:l1oei ved unity ot th

The SIS-lids ottio wit h t At lanti o r Command was

otti tre- the 16th Company in Bres t , which dealt wit h

t he RAP Cout al C d. Her e leae i ortanc was attached to t he gen-.

eral air ituatiCD ad t he growth at t he en air t aro a t to the

perati a ot t he Coutal C

T P
d in t he BI3 at BLeo..,- II1d the Atl lllt i o.

OR
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Liai.cn wi t h t he SIS ot the Navy was taken oar ot at Lutt-

tlott . Heaclqulart... . The avy YfIry t imid , II1d tor 'a lang t had

In t earl,y y

prohibit . telepbaD. o:~,w-.-...t i OD. ocno miDg aattera perta:1DiDg to the

ot the war, ....g.8 tr th Briti . h air raidS

d g olues t r

v. Sit uat i .IIiddle ot 1944; Be (s Pigur •
12 to 16 inol)

1.

In t he two years prm.oua to the 111 her cpm.ica

plao •

, it. 1Ii••i en beiDa the

o.a r aAlio 1nt.U.. ftr7 mode" .at

tca. ot Ge%...~ had

plot

the SIS .. &1..,.. abl to gift • am~181at1OD 0 the

..bMlPils-. .t. Bl'it1ah air to • baa d in Great Br1tain. It bee a

'ft&"7 . ... ial m e t ot t • Ge;rwll1 ID.. S7st_, md at the Ger-

-
ti

'be.: t aliClD:in aI"Wq &1. 0 , the oaur•• at

at Krloeaalt"bllTl, oppo . 1t.,
_~I*, •

(_ .; "at

• m P ), i t . t , JIm"",er, ed

t:l%

~an_' .......... t
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naien , the subordinati Cll ot tJ:1e SIS-statim in Husum to the 1st

Ba taliCll of the r'llJ.~ut wu provided tor.

. usi

The SIS R g:i.ment West oarried out all si~al intelligence

ts in tba W t. It intamed th opinien t t only a single

d olosely-kni~ or iaation in t

in a m1torm unDer .

est oould intercept II1d enluate

'lhe Luttwat't e OperatiCll statt and Luttf'lott Reioh, with

eye to the tuture, plaoed oertain emp s i s en the expen ion of the de-

tens syst tor GeJrJDIlll.,Y. The support gi to the 1st Battalicn in

o11and, and the r es ources at the di posal of t he SI '-Batt 100. Rei oh,

surpu sed by t ar tho e a ailable to t he lU11ts under Lut t f l ot te.3 e d-

quart s.

Two questiens were t quent13 diacu sed at t hi t J

a) That ot splitting up the Reg t into t wo battaliar , en tor

the detense ot Gerdny , an the other tor oper at i cn s en t trent ;

b) 'rhat of 8ubordinating the SIS, in whole or in part , to tho

fight Cd. ,

Piratly, a-ing to t h l ack ot quali t i ed people in high head-

quart • who had an underst ding ot the s1tuat ien, there was a sep-

aratiOll ot radio interoept tr radar interoept. The r egiment al c d-

er .... un ble to oombine the o d r dar intercept platoens in his

oCDpaDY, enn tho~ the Chiet Signal Ottioer ot the Luttwatte W&8

absolutely in 0 rd wit h this principle. inoaDpeten oe ,

exaggerated sCSDsibility t ........u....... the t lings 0 the battalion OODll:lmder..,. .
~ .iTeIle s, and luot 0 to act pr evented the exeroi ing ot my

diat in t influen oe , en t he part ot regiaen~al

TOP SECRET
-4B-
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. t ati .... o ••

all Oftl" Gel"'~ rap

eel 0

lqiDl .....t:. Ger.. oit • wi

t.d to • .-1-. I.

fiatt. ',wh1 baA- _a4q~8J:'ters with no end ot

. rala Ii:' . taft 0 ioC's, al.o ted to haft a • c)ekopt . iDa. a

a .i bl. part ot t~e S " t .tatien.d iD Pari. wbare the

fiott. 1I.....lUoIri... .. located, a .eo X.ldaltopt .. or ted

opt 1, out ot ttw available n Ulowroe. ot t 2ndtbe patt.n. OIl

Battalien. lIelc1ak,09t 2, in ad4it ien to Plottinl ,be r oo: •• at a1Jror.rt

1D the ooclUDi e4 area ot he . t , i&1 int 00 r ot t

10&1 air t M O•••

00ftl"e4.

t.r, 1D inn-si en tOZ3J.- -

the ai a1 0 i oa: 1m y.t b.Y

at aaka brouaht about t t whio t he inoapable

, • to ..,.; it t orce t he tt ana

te wi h h ather. orbe 1 t Batt&1i en ad ot all

T PS T
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the othera. Tbaret or. tho e oaupanies ot th 3rd Bat talicm which d

eet. h&cl t o int..oept R/T traffio trom heavy bomber t ormaticms tor

t 1.t Batt'1icm, II1d to plac. t heir large lIP D/F network at the II-

poaal ot t 1st .BattaliCil. Oapta.1A Rueokheia needed this net work to

DIP -... of t w1nd oCilditions alott 0Ter Wea;tem Europ••

In Gel"Mll7 P r, .1dekopt 1 set·up its CTm DIP or 1u.tiCll . i t h the

be p .ot the sat t.T sem. R. t R.ioh. Retereno is a. to figure.

14 d 15, wbioh • t torth, r.apeotiftl,y, t HlP and VHP .t. ext.tina

tr.. 1~' til D-~.

T.m .1clD ot- ora t i CD within Gc 7 neo...i -

tat . a t tr er ot 1dU:opt 1; t be uriC' • Jaadko. I

em Z at to briet . retore the 0 der ot the

l!&ttalica , Oapta1D . bi, .. trusted with tm oreat icm ot a

tral t tor roper, the 8ZAP. ZAP directly

r the .t:1pal otti ot Lu.ttwtt. B er. , d bad

cI:1 al authoriV 0ftI' t he l4- t e , d 0.... the eftl t iCll ot

aida ... ooa.oern d.

...llwn'tiJ......

!at it ... a lmi i t i Cil in the

t , Capta1a h_.ba, .. _tt... t

NlI1l--' al , to . , .. 0 ot

a' t

•
.....lie. ,

..... , . .... 'D& 0

"I••tal O~_I"

o robl oa- to tore
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b) motori~:iag ot t ix o~ . ie and plat s ait ted in

ch would probab~ he operational.

there u to

gbleDt bad a dist 1not order t hat , m t ha eTSlt at a

110 interruptim m the work at t he int.rcept 0 iea

,

or t Keldekoept. All atatt. had agr d als o t hat t he ita at the

tbe ed m the 'nIlt at a retreat al th part at

the Headquarters. However , cn],y att r veral mal t hs at disoua iona

oould a stat t be obtain d the 0 cler-in-<:hi.t m t he ....t ,

autbor1smg t he batt ali m 0 den to gi withdrawal orders to their

z its m the 0 bat area. cn ],y in the eTS1t at a det inite l ooal

auld SIS peracnnel be ss d int o oClDbat.

r geno,y.

Reprdin t he tor tran port situatien , the r giment wa unable

to obtain arrr furt her allotment at vehioles, in spit e at the fact t hat

it cn~ had two JIObile 0 i es .

In t he ddl. t 1944 the Reioh shall w omsidering placing

r adio 1Dtelliacoe diraotJ..y m r Luttwatte Headquarter s . SUCh a deoiaien

would haft welo ed by all hera at t he SIS, ain it woul c\ ha: e

toUl..~ den. a~ wit h t diatinoticm between dminiatr at i an d oper-

ati oontrol , without esamtiall,y oblnging the uiating unit s . How-

.ft%", Lt. 001. Pr1edrioh, t he SI-ottioer at Luttwatte H adquarters

"spoDs1 e tor tactical op.raticns, retused t he 0 d at m SI S-

D1 1m whioh was otter d to him; .probabq he did not t 1 qual to

the " pcnaibility whioh w devol.... upCll hi.m.Theretor , a4m1ni -

trati"" :t eX' were laced in the hmde a a n m - peoialiat eral,

t reault in t hat, til the ftr.1 end, t here n o obaDa m the

ob rel :tims pa at the higb8at Headquarters , d that :In oas ot

TOP SE R T
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aeno)'; r espcza1bU 1ty c ould be ho-.ed onto others.

3. St rcJ!;h

The trenith or the pera el in t he West bad mnT"O"· -ed to

approx::lmat eJ.y SOOO in t oour of two years . A t hird of these ..ere

WOIDIID.. The reg:1.ment ..i t h its three battaliCl'ls , n bend 15 comp ies•

•In addit i cn t here ...r e t ..o b ttaliCl'lS ..ith a total of 10 companiea ..hich

re oODlDit t ed to the def ense of Germany prop • (s e Figures 12 and 13).

4. Operaticm

The s t rength of the oClllpmiea varied 1n regard to per conel

III e qui t acoording to t ir t ka. Thoae oCllllplllies alU{~ed upen

-e
Wi T int eroeptiCl'l had tr 20-60 radio aet s .

Direot1cn-tindera ...re ocnoentrat ed in so-oalled rt, -villages "

aleng the ooast . Here were looated the DIp's used tor spe~ial oompany

s i an , as ..ell as the DIP' s of t large net..ork used b,y t he eval tien

c Y of t 3rd Battalio •

In Holland IIld "'lgium the cnJ,y step taken .... the preparati on

ot altemat. it.. f arther inland; t he units s t at i ened in

T Hague allQIII d to r "auull...l.l.l. t re. In ' r ance, Cl'l t b8 other band,

the 16t h COIIpmY me> Bntst to & ger s, parts ot the 8th CODJpll'1y tr

'OrriUe t o CUIbrai an Rsmea. In e at neoes itl' t he 9th C • my ....

to withdraw to Pari s . Sout hem Pr c. the Radar C:OIIIPIan.J' 81\ d t be 10th

o oftd tr Jlantpelli er to AYignm .

After the llllding of t he Alli es in Fr ch North Uri oa , lind

the ocaupati on ot Westem· Pranoe , the 10th COID!!)8!l"Y bad transf err ed from

the ChII'lnel co ast to t he South at Prance. In the middle of 1943 a VHF

pEl
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I/'r platocm w si d abo... KCIlte Carl o t itor tight it. II1d

later CIl t '1'&0 1

t o ..utai' Ill" air iv1ty in the Weat Kediterran ,espeo~

in tiw 0Ult ot 1# • WorldDa t the S t t alion in Italy, it 1JU

ben CIl Soutbemt r tor raida ot heaVintm ded to be a am I

PrInce. Tiw Radar CCDJl)CJ~ wu a.otivat but never bee operatiCllal..

evaluatim ot their r

1 h C~.

5. uat i cm

ts should :n be ed with that ot the

Apart tr tiw out.tancllDa, in~l8nc:l8n·t wor k e by the t

C , the eft.l.uation oOll:rpC\y ot the 1st Battalion, in ret reno to

heavy bomber units, tbl l ead:ing el t in the field of enl tion wu

Referat B, der t 0 d of the wry abl 1st Lieut t Becker .

Very d1 tingu:1ahed work wu &me b;y t he f erat , particularly in the

utiUsatiCll of captured doc ts and oaptured equip1DBDt. Prom time to

·time a report -.s publi s hed en navigatienal aids, whioh well represent ed

the DDst . tal13 exacting md most highJ.y esteemed evaluatioo work of

the Signal rn,eUigmoe Service. It .. edited by Inspeotor Weise md

Kaster Sergelllt ..,.e••

'l'he olO8est UaisClD existed bet.. C!lID Referat B and the 5th

Signal IntelligenoeStatim, the Artr13 evaluation oenter in Prmoe. Refer

at B also had perDWlent liaism offioeI,"s (teomioal sergeants) at Dulag

Lutt in ObenJrsel, to whan it had had a dir~t line amoe the fall of

"1942. The questioning of pl'ismers of war at Dulag Lu1"t wu greatly

mfluenoed b:r Reterat B. In the Referat there were liaisOl1 offioers

T
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trom Germm1 tighter, be r, and reconnaissance mits, who placed their

operaticmal experienoe at the disposal at the outstanding evaluators.

L:iJanr1se , lia1sm people trom the Weather Service and the technioal

au at the Luftwafte were assiePed to the Reterat. ·The former ohief

or the daiJ,y report seotien in t he Reterat , Technioal Sergeant Pasten

bauer, was an 8I-liaison officer for more than a year, and did s1mil er

work tor the western seoticn at the Luftwafte General Start.

The superiority at this Reterat was tinally so ccnvincing. that

in the last tew months betor e the invasicn, the evaluatien seotiens at

the battalion disouss ed their reports and r eoorda with the seotion heads

at the Reterat. These report s were then i sued in a \Ulitorm text, m t he

cm~ hand by the Ohi-Stelle to its distribut ees, and en the other 1::U t he

battalicm evaluati cn seoticn.

6. 8i e &! Oommuni cation (See Figure 16)

The oreat i cn at the Battalion Re i ch and the ass ignment of 8I

li&1 on ott1oors to t he divis i ons at J dkorps I made n umerous circuits

n oess ary , both within Germmy, IIld trom Germany to the ooc1,Ipi ed terri

t ories . These wire requiremmt s increased when the z.Ali' obtained an add

i ticmal wire sy s t em.

In the beginning at 1944 radio statiCKls were set up by the reg-

iment at all out-atatima, 0 d posts, md oompan i es . Bach ocmpany had:

a) A DIp oentrol network, or a r adio l'ink with its out-staticns;

b) A radio 11nk with its bat t al1oil;

0) A radio link with the. pertinent Keldekopt.

The Mel dekoepte were inoluded, eit her -in the D/F central network , or in

the radio links between oompanies and out-statims. In this way it was

al.L.:.l

1
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provided that, in oase ot l1l1e trouble, all tactioal reports would reach

the Meldekopt as quiokly as poss i bl e , cd trcm there would be broadcast

.. signal int.lligenoe t lash reports to :interested headquarters. The

oode uaed by the Jleldekopt tor these tlu h reports omsisted at a code

ot 1000 meanings . se ooded sages were r eoi phered with the

appropriate oipb8r tabl e and ent.out ca both lmg wave and short wave

.. 5-tigure aroups . T~ oip r SystfIU at ~eldekopt 2 were held by the

Arr41 as tar· dDIII1 .. din.sim .

The extc i ve oca t ruat iclll ot DIP md radar :int eroept t at i m s ,

both:in Gemm,y proper an :in the oooup i ed territories, ..de it iJlpo.s-

ibl tor eaah ot the re.....-.ut ' s 176 out- s t at i ca sd the 60 out-.tatim

of the SIS-battal1ca R. i oh to haft its om direot l ine . Par this

reuan the wDmt.- , ar opeI"at i cmal OODD. tim wu :introduo tar the

sm. Upcm UH t t oode...o wDIa1teW any omftl"8&tim taking plao

onr normal Idtwalte oircui t s 0 be tC'llW1at and the l :in. us.d

t r pauma tactioal reports tor t du.rat im t an air raid or other

C~N-ID't.

At t ... t t t th Japd1n. ioo...... created thin

oper, SI-l1&1aClD 0 were ..111 .4 to t~ t .... DO

1 OeD i ftbl. t or a ~twtte taotioal .tart to 'be without suo a

11.
'
•• cit •

th~

9It4. were _t1re13

IJl t'" tall ot 194-, a

T

.. tb8 tir.t

41D& ....i

..mter ot
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large, preocmoeiTed p exeroise 'was performed for t he operatioos offioers

ot he dquart er s statts, partioularly for the purpose of instruoting the
. .

in the possibili t i es ot l i ais oo wi t h the LuttwaN' SI S. It was :in-

t ended to give not cnly an insight into the wor k:ing methods and mes'sage

a els ot s i e'Pal :intelligenoe, but also to portray the :initial stage

at an invaaiQ'l, and the ditfioulties t hat would thereupon arise tor the

SIS.

The oCllol ud1ng of invas i cm preparat i on in &1gland waa aoourately

oovered and reported. Dur ing t he night before the:in i on , Meldekopt 2

waa able to give a tirst wam:ing bout 2.300 hours, naturally without

DWki ng the definite stat ement that the invasicn was act ual ly beginning.

tr 0100 hours :in the morning it was olearly reali zed that a rather large

tmdart aking ot a peoi al nature had begun.

VI. Course at the In'ftSioo

Shortly before the beginning ot the :in ioo the :installaticns en

the Channel ooast tor jamning British radar were oomplete:q de~troyed.

1¥I" s and radar :interoept sites were also the individual targets et :

f i ghter bomber attacks. During the n i ght before the invasicn the in

teroept atation ot the 8th CODJP8DIY w smashed to bits by a large scale

attack at the W' BCIIlber Conm d. Fortunately, the caupany had alreaiW'

DIOTed. The casualties from these att acks were surprisingly small. In

the attack on Urville ooly one man was wounded.

Ql the day ot the invasion the last platooo of the 8th Compsny

withdrew to Paris, the 9th Company mo d from. Deauville to its alter

nate positiQ'l near Saint Germa:ln , a suburb ot Paris. Dip' 8 and out-

statims in the _operaticns zone withdrew to the nearest headquarters,

OP
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after oliahing their <pi t. CIlly a radar intercept at tien east

of Cherbour remained at it post , as ordered. The canple t w

taken priscner after the t'all ot' the t'ortress. Ckle ot' ita had t he

good fortune to escape t'ran Cherbourg harbor in a ship. h e gave a

report of last events in the besieged fortress. Th trensmitter ot'

the radar interoept statien remained servioeable t o the l ast, and con-

tinua.l1y sent reports en the ground situaticn through the regiment to

Luftflotte 3 He dquarters. After the oooupat icn of France by the est-

ern Po ers , the RAP Bomber CODIIUlnd refrained trom switching en its air-

borne" agic Box" equi~ent until the aircraft had reached a lengitude

of 03 degrees East, thereby depriving the 31 .J ot' a source at advanoe

warning. This was attributed to the statements of priseners taken from

this radar intercept station. After the break-through at Avranches,

the 16th Ccmpany, and also the Dip stations en the Atlantic coast, were

ordered back from Angers to Paris. As further advances were made en

Paris , the ent ire regiment moved in a leap-frog operation t o ich, east

of Nanoy. Referat B attached itself to the regiment. After a short

stay in Lorraine, the bulk 0 the regimental units finally assembled in

the area of Limburg-en-the-Lam, the 3rd Battalien in the Freiburg area,

the lst with eldekopf 1 in Wiedenbrueck.

Since vehicles had not been made available despite the rel/lenstrances

of the regi~t, and since the leadership had been found wanting as usual,

a gr ea t part of the equipment had to be demolished in the s taticns and

camps . It was only by chance that 60 trucks in Wich, loaded with equip

ment, did not f all into the hands of the eneuu. About 300 receivers

were ] ost during the retreat. The incapable regimental commander was
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finally removed, but was llm'ledi tely entrusted with the command of

another regiment .

In Limburg, finally, the cc:ncentration of several evaluatien sect-

ions in one place l e d to the creatic:n of a single, large, regimental

evaluatien unit . Referat B, after giving up a large part of its per-

sonneL t o the newly activated air support parties, was absorbed into

the new evaluatic:n unit, at the same time retaining its individuality

and claim to leadership. 30, fineJ..ly, what Was accomplished under pres-

sure of necessity amounted to n)thing more than should have existed from

the inception of the regiment .

The withdrawal in ?ranee had shown that the liaison between air and

ground units was insufficient. For this reason VHF detacl"ments, siJnilar

to the Anglo-Amerioan prototypes, were set up with advanced headquarters .

VHP detachments were also created for thq protection of airfields of

individual fight er Geschwader.

Other detachments were sent to Arllrl and Arn\Y Group he aa.quarters to

take the signal intelligence broadcast from Me l dekop f 2. 51-liaison

units were distributed according to the importance of combat sectors.

They also passed their reports to Meldekopf 2, which, in tuzn, serviced

them with collateral intelligenoe.

While the regiment was ocoupied with its wearisome reorganizatic:n

in a location en the western border of Germany to which it had retreated,

a new organizatic:n for signal intelligence w s surprisingly adopted by

the Hi gh OOllJDand. The regiment w s placed for operatic:ns UlC!,er Lt. Col.

Friedrioh of the Chi-Stelle, and for administratien under Brigadi~

General Klenme, the Ohief com:nander. A third post was created in this

TOP SECR ~
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PART POUR

THE PWKAlJIPKLAERlN GSFUmRm REICH (FAP)

by

C0LCNEL HANS FORSTER,

CHIEF, SIS, REICE SE

1. General

The ts leading to the establisRnent of the Funk'iufklaenmgs-

fuehrer Reich within the scope of the Reioh's defense, can be appre-

ciat ed only by toose familiar with the evolutiCll of air policy tbrough-

out the entire war.

The f l ak artillery de rived i t s inf ormat i Cll concerning the ir move-

ments of the enenv from the ground observer servioe of the old type

(visual and acoustio). It supplemented that service with its own troop

units of ground obse rvers, and later on with its own r dar.

The fight e r air arm was f irst ent>l oy ed for the Reioh ' s defense in

1940, after the Frm oh oapitulation, a s the i ght Fi ght er Division. It

• derived its knowledge of the en erqy from the data furnished by the ground

observer service as well as i t s om radar. In 1941, the night fighters

f ir t gan using information furnished by the Signal Intelligence Ser-

vic e . The result.s of this coll abor tiCll were, with r espect to intruder

sort i es , exceptiCll ly go od. Unfortunat ely, the intruder s or t i e s wer e

stopped , wt for lUlknown r'e a acna, In the case of ordinary ni~ht fi~ht ing

t he Sign Intelligence Service was not very helpful in those times.

In the year 1942 , en account of the changed air situaticn and m
order to speed up communications , a subordinaticn of the gromd viSUAl

TO P SECRET
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new organization, that of "Fun Kaufkl aerungsf uehrer Re i c hw (Colonel

Forster), having j urisdiction over the ZAP and the organizations feed-

ing into it.

The story of the fUrt he r development of signal intelligence in the

West, as well s in Genaany proper, has been canpiled by Colatel Forster

himself.
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ob serTer s e I'Ti os to the JagddiYi ien, that wa in the ant e tab-

li hed, was rsque t d. P'urther gr-ounds f or this s ubordination were

shown by the po ssibilities of radar j amming. Fail urs of th8 radar in

t hcee times would have resulted in night tightsrs bedng grounded, Bu t

thess olai.ms for subordinatiCll wars re jectsd by the higher st att' .

For the ground visual obssrver ssrvioe this subordinatiCll would

havs IDl!tant modernizaticn by oanbining it with radar. But by t he direot-

for other units, t he fighter arm would hays been divsrtsd from its proper• ien of such a grsat organizat~on, d the f ulfillment of all its task

•

task; that is to attack the mellty in the air. This happen d indeed in

1944.

The Reioh's defenee, direotsd by th8 Befehlshabar Mitts (Comnand

ing Gensra.! for the are of Germany) reposed, with respect to the fighter

arm, in the hands of the XII Fliegsrkorps that had been established; and

th8 Flak arm rsstsd in the hands of the Luftgaue. The ground visua.!

observer servioe was in the hands of the Lut'tgaue also.

In con sequence of t be diverse mishaps in fightsr warfare during

1944, the Reicnnarsohall ordered the i llmediate subordinaticn of t l!e gr oun d

visual observer servioe to the fi ghter arm, and at the same time its

remodslling by cCllsolidaticn of the ground visua.! observers I!I'ld radar.

This w s acoomplished in the SUIDnsr of 1944 meier grs~t difficulties,

espeoially those having to do with the wire c onmunLoat Lon nets.

But the aotion was not suffioient. Increasing eneJIty raids, ~ and

night, made it neoessary to use ot Ler instrwnentalities for tracking. At

first Sl!1.Oh single oonmand tried to help itself. Luftgau VI, Mlmster in
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Westphalia, ore ted, in order to proteot the Ruhr area, a speoial radio

oenter with B:>me radar stations. The Lui'tflotte Reioh began the con-

struotian of a radar net all over the Reioh area..

More and more a tmified coumand for traoking purposes became necea-

sary. The fighter arm that had 111 asoendancy in the Reioh defense olaim-

ed the right to give direotives to the Signal Intelligenoe Servioe. Later

on it reached out and brought the Signal Intelligenoe Servioe of the

West md .3outh under its ocmnend in every respeot. The peril to the

Signal Intelligenoe Servioe of being split up was very great, for the

Lui'tflotten battled to retain their hold upcn it .

2. Establisl:ment of the "Funlcaufklaerungsfuehrer Reioh"

The Chie f Signal O:N'ioer of the Luftwaffe, GeIleral Martini, deoided

to r-ecognLze the clai..ms of the fighter arm to the greatest extent, and he

proposed the creation of the office of the Ftm..cauf'xlaerungsfuehrer Reioh,

but was not inolined to subordinate the entire 3i &11 a l Intelligence Ser-

vioe i that s a whole worked for the higher conmand also. Therefore the

IPunk utklaenmgsfuehrer Reioh was put under the Chi-Stelle for operat-

icnal purposes, Sld was adviser to the Commandin g General of Jagdkorps I.

Besides this, a new post was oreated, "The Chief Ccmnander of t he Signal

Intelligenoe Servioe". This p'lst, in that form was entirely superfluous•

.An inspector of the Signal Intelligenoe Servioe would have been quite

suffioient. Proposals to abolish the post were however rejected.

Between the "Chief COl1lI18I1der" and the Funkautklaerungsfuehrer Reioh

foreseen friotion very soon arose. It developed out of problema inoident-

al to ohain of oODlUnd and staff relations. The Chief Coumander of tha

Signal Intelligeno Servioe was with respect to subordinate units only

T OP SECRET
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an administrative and not an operational oonsnander-, 'rtle F\mkautklaer-

ungstuehrer Reich was oper tional chief of all Meldekoepfe; and for

those units that worKed against the Western Allies, administrative com-

mender too. A proposal of t he ~\.mdaufklaerungsfuehrer Reich to make

,
him chief of the units of the East and the South in every r'e pect wu

rejected for the reasons given above.

3. D.1ties of the Funkautklaerung fuehrer Reioh

) He was responsible for the traoking of the ene.ll\Y' s strategic air

foroes. He was directly under the Chief o:iigpal Officer of the Luft-

watfe (OKL, General artini), who gave his coomands and orders

through the Chi-Stelle (Col. Friedrich). In the matter of military

decisien the Ftmkautklaenmgstuehrer Reich was subordinate to the

Chief of the SiB1lal Intelligence Service (General Klemme).

b) He was adviser to the COIIJDmding General of Jagdkorp I, which w

respcnsible for the Reich's defense. His comund post (ZAP) was

therefore near the oOJllDl!Uld post of ·Jagdlcorps I.

I 0) He. reo_oible tor the t'unoti<ning or the SJ.ip1al IntoUig<l1oe

Service in theest; and

d) He was respcnsible for the d1reotien at the entir j

within the area of Germany.

ing service .

1+e The stelf of the P\mkautklaerungstu hrer Reich

Upen the sugge tien of the P\mkaut'kl nJngstuehrer Reich himself,

his starf held t o a min ' inn r md was organised as followsl

a) The PAF Reioh

b) A-3, the Op raticns GZ"oup: t wo ott i oera

1. en. offioer, aignal int l1 i

- 63-
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2. one offioer, s.~al intelligenoe, in the area Ge.rmany.

0) .1-2, the Intelligenoe Group

This section never w orgmized. Its functions were performed by

the evaluation seotioo of the ZAF.

d) A-l, the Personnel Group, me officer, at the same time adjutant of

the ~AF Reich

e) The Janming Servioe: two offioer

In charge of the jamming service in the area Gennany.

Note:

I IIUselt' (Col. Forster) was surprised t IIU nomin tim to this post

of F.AP Reich. This came about following a oall at nu ot'fioe ot' the Chief

Si~al Officer. I had had no prior exper-Ience in the Si~al Intelligence

Service . Apparently IIU s electim was due to the recolllDendatioo ot' the

Conmanding General 0 Jagdkorps I , with whan I w s acquainted through DU

servioe in the Air inistry, and with whan I again came :into touch in

the course of the reorganizatim of the ground visual reporting service.I Then to until the autunn of 1942, I had b..... oignal offioer ot Jagdkorpo

I. 1ty seleotion w s no doubt also due to IIU special knowledge of the

tracking dene by the gr-ound visual reporting organization.

5. organizational Measures (See Fi6ures 17 and 18)

In the auturm of 1941+, the Signal Intelligence Service had t o

wrestle with great difficulties. It had lost its advantageous positions

in France , Belgium and part of Hol l lllld. It was also to be assumed that

Si gnal Intelligence Service personnel that had been captured following

the Allied invasion had divulged information to the eneII\Y. This seemed

TOP SECReT
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the more so to be true s inc e the Briti sh had become much more cautious in

their radio traffio.

culties.

e while the Ame r i c lms caused no additional diffi -

e
e

e
e

The Oanmanding General of Jagdkorps I demanded however that early

warning of pproaching enelI\Y aircraft, especially by night, such a s had

previousl3' obtained, Il1lst continue despite the loss of the French and

Belgian sites.

• To accomplish this ob jeotive, t~e FAF t ook the f ollowing immediate

measures:

a) Oon truotien of advanced radar stations en the line: The Vosges -

Lorraine - Trier;

b) Reinforcement of .the radar statiCils on the Dutch coast;

0) OonstructiCil of a new line of radar statiens CIl the right bank of

the Rhine;

d) Reorganization of the Signal Intelligence Service of the est;

e) Redistribution of tasks 81DOng individual units of the Ji21lal Int-

elligenoe Service.

The Chief Signal Officer was further requested to increase the num-

ber of r dar observer oompanies, since the conmanders of existing canpan-

ies ere unabl.e to central the numerous small radar stations in existence.

Officers, noa-cces and privates of the Signal Intelligence Service

were asked for proposals, and competition in this direotiCil was encour

•
aged. The respense as good. Many useful suggestions were reoeived.

~ cCilsultatian with the COIIlD8l1ding General of Jagdkorps I, it

was de inite13 decided that the Signal Intelligenoe Service would be

charged exclusive13 with the tracking of the eneD\1 banber units . No

particular interest was tta.::hed ~o. en~!i.fter

-65-
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even in this r e spec t all measures were taken to use available inform-

atiC!'l to the best advantage.

After the first measures w$re taken, reorganization of the units in

the West was begun. The active support of the A:rat3 and flying units of

the Air Forces in the operational area had to be secured. It was the

main task of the 351st SIS Regiment (West) to furnish tactical intelli-

gence concerning the eneIIiY' air forces. After the detachnent of the

first battalion from the regiment, a new md rather complex reorganization

was necessary. A newly f'ounded first battalien , to replace the ene d.e-

tached, got besides its analysis canpany, a WiT company and above all a

tactio caIlpany into which was gathered all the air SUP~)()rt parties in

the operational area. Finally, the fourth company was a technical one.

The old seoond and third battaliC!'ls were more ade qua t el y organized.,

and increased by further companies. . A fourth battalien that was in pro-

cess of org811izatien at this time was also detaohed and assigned to Luft -

tlotte Reich and later en was made part of the Signal Regiment Reich,

and called Battalion 359. These peremptory measures were salutary, for

only the Signal otfioer of Luttflotte Re i c h had the means to oenstruct

the nuneroUB jauming sets.

The second battalion operat d tor the most part between the lliver

Main and the Swiss trmtier. The tturd battalion between the River Main

and the North Sea, though single interoept and D/F statiQ'ls covered a

greater area overlapping each other. For tracking purposes in the area

Germany, the battaliens 356 and 357 were respcnsible. Batta.licn 356 wu

signed still other tasks. (Por organizational details md loaaticn

see Pigure 17).
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Upon the suggestim ot the FAF a renumbering of the Meldekoepfe

took place. Control stations est blished for tracking purposes aside

from those of the Meldekoepfe were further developed.

This was the new numeric desiBPatim and assignment of the Melde-

koepf e after organization of the ZAP:

eldekopf 1: Located in Wiedenbrueck. Moved in autuun 1944 to Heili- .

genstadt. Belonged to the Independent SIS Battalion 357.

Meldekopf 2: In Limburg. Belcnged to the SIS Regiment, est •

Meldekopt 3: In Berlin. Belcnged to the Independent SIS Battalim 356.

This eldekopf also had three radar control oenters (Kort'u)

Kortu North

Kortu East

Kortu South

..
Located in Schlawe near Hamburg

Located in Cosel in upper Silesia

LOCated in "'chleisheim, near Munich

Meldekopt 4: In Vienn • Belcnged to SIS Regi..mel'lt, South'

Meldekopf 5: In Wars Wi moved in suumer ot 1944 to Cottbus, south ot

Berlin. Belonged to the SIS Regiment, Bast.

e Similar to the SIS evolution in t he West, the radar in the area Gor-

e DWly enjoyed it own eyoluticn parallel to tblt of the SIS. Theretore

radar interoept oenters were established to whioh all radar D/F'ings

were reported and there evaluat d. Later em, tar administr tiv pur-

poses, these r dar Weldekoept w

im 356•

placed \.Uldar the 00 d ot Battal-

.A.s the situaticn m the estern t cnt was alwa.Ys changing, the can-

der ot regiment 351 had great independenoe wherein interc tim and

anal3si w re ocnoerned. That was neoessary in order t o void any delay

in elDerg aye Upon order ot the PAP, the regi.

deputy at headquart rs ot the C-in~

-67-
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closest oollaboration with the other units of the air forces tFlak Corps,

Jagddivisionen and the .Arrqy , which was perfonned in an exeop.Lary fashion.

ith the aid of the regiment, observatiens of enell\y radar situated

in France and Belgian proved imnedi tely fruittul, especially in the im-

provement of our tracking of Allied airoraft.

It is still to be mentioned that }leldekopf 1 pl83ed a speoial role

with the Fliegerkorps XII , and 1 ter Jagdkorps I. The canmand.er ot the

first battalion ot the regiment West, later en the independent battalion

351, r-ecogn Laed very clearly that the radar observaticn service would

assume ever gre ter import ce for the ighter arm and prepared the Meld.e-

kopf accordingly' for such evolution. Concerning this 1 ter oreaticn of

the ZAF, more will be said subsequently.

Meld.ekopf 1 s the oldest of the eldekoepfe became the model after

whic h all the others wer e fashicned. Meld.ekopf 1, moreover eroised an

e
e

a oendancy over the other Meldekoepfe through the ZAF by reason of the

fact that all t he key persame serving the l at t er had been dr wn. from

Meldekopf 1.

Conflict arose between ZAP and the FAF on account of the tracking

of l i ed fighter cover, as the enemy air raids became more and more in-

tense , the int erwo bomber streams covering the area Gennany from the

West and outh simult e ously , it • s t echn i oally impossible t o fix in

ver bal announcement s all the intelligence flowing into the operatioos

room of the ZAF. Therefore a decision had to be made whether to oen-

centra.te en re?orts of boinbers or ot fighters, since both could not be

handled at me arid the s ame time. The FAF insisted on tracking both

fighters and bombers , b ec ause of the importance fighter - t r ac . g repre-

np ECRE
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and traditien of' the z.AlP persClmel h Ter waa f'or bomber-traoldng.

The en.uing f'rioticn result d in t he r lief' at the 0 cling of'tioer

of' the ZAl', J.1eut ant Hiolanann. The problem howeTer was neTer sol ,
the moreso sino our intelligence f'acilities were rapidl3 thered

Wlder the aooumulating weight of' air power tum a1nst us.

e
e

Kel dekopf' 3, and it. three radar interospt oenters, were at a

d1 advantage ocmpared to the oorre pending battalien8 ot the t'iest em

regiJDlmt, bee use b ttalicm No. 356 was a reoent oreation and its persen-

nel lacked experienoe. Improvement of its st an dards was a prinary

objeotive of' the PA:F. ~ transf'er in of' experienoed perscnnel an 1m-

provement was Boen noted.

The 0011 bor tien with Keldekopt 4 beoame ver more important.

The raids from the South inoreased in nwnber and penetrated deeper II1d

desper into Germany. If' the results were not alw8¥s at iaf'aotory , the

same was du in the main to diaturbence of' the leng wire lines. But it

e DUlSt be said that surprises out of the South rarely oooured.

e With lrfeldekopf 5 there was little oollaboratien en the part ot the

ZAP, 'beoause the Eastern front centained no strategio air foroe activity

of' any importanoe .

In oonneotion wi t h the r organization of' the Western SiBPal Intel-

l i genoe Servioe, there was a review oovering all r dar interospt stations.

Thanks to the supply divis i on of' t he 8uper-orgsniz :tien, whioh had passed

from t he centrol of' th Luftwaffe to the Speer org ization, the seouring

o the necessary t tim construction material proved extren.ely difficult.

Difficult ies w re aggravated by endless red tape. Mor e end more in-

To degree/Regiment
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351 wa abl e to help itself, but Battalion 356 was helpless. The

est blishment of the separate radar observ ticn posts in the area Ger-

y 0 ten required several mcnths in spite of the utmost urgency. The

special r adar center of Luftgau VI that :functicned to the last, developed

the Naxburg radar set. This set had several advantages compared to the

Korfu set used in the Sign Intelligence Service. In spite of tide l' ct,

its introduction met~ dif f i cult i es . The Signal Intelligence Service

mistrusted mything that did n ot originate with them. Only at the end

of 1944 were the advent ges of the Naxburg generall.Y acknOWledged, and

i t s int r oduoticn , even into the ground observer organizaticn, pushed to

a great extent .

6. The Central Meldekopf for Germany (W) (See Figures 17, 18 and 19)

ith the transfer of the oomnand post of Jagdkorps I to Tr en-

brietzen , near Berlin , it became necessary to establish there signal :1n-

telligence facilities that would sun:marize an d integrate the reports and

info:nna.tion available trom all the lfeldekoepfe, that i all the SIS t'lash

reports. Through the efforts of the ccnmandfng officer of the Independent

Battalicn 357, Captain Rueckheim, a perfect instrument was shaped for

this~.)se. Extensive wire and radio canmunicaticns nets from the ZJJ!'

to the Mel dekoept'e , and even down to the radar intercept centers and out-

staticn., were est blished. An adequate n umber' of teletype channels

were provided. An inter-office oOlllIlunioaticn system bet\Veen the command

post ot' the Jagdkorps I and the duty officer of the operations roan in

the ZAP was installed, so that the closest ccntact 'R1!I assured. The

PAP usually remained at the conrnand post with the canmanding general in

order to keep himself ppAsed ot' o..lT own situaticn, and to fulfill the

EC -T
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demands of t he conmendang general.

Similar etficient cornnnmication tacilities were provided to the

SIS l i aisoo officers at the Jagddivisionen. If ccrmectians were broken

on this special net, the t ot i oal camnunications net was still available.

At the ZAF the current situatioo reports caning in trom the . eld.e

koepfe ",ere listened to. en the other hand, the Meld.ekoepfe, radar inter-

cept centers , SIS liaison otficers, and even the out-stations, were able

to li t en to situation reports ot the ZAP.

Ehenu aircratt tracking was the task ot -,the Meldekoepte. From her

the tixes were transmitte to the operations room ot the ~ where the

tinal traoking was projected. This was dan 00 two illuminated maps,

oh ot the soale 1:500,000, ooe being tor the West, the other tor the

South. A. special map, ot the 1:1,000,000 servad tor the tracking ot

t!I1env tighter cover. To ocxnpare the SIS tracking with the re ults ot

that of the ~o\Uld Observer Service, further map of the scale 1:1,000,-

000 showed the reportings ot the ocmnand post ot the Ground Observer

Servioe. These ps, which were actually mge plates or glass 00 which

the outstanding terrain teatur 0013' wer ham, were covered with the

tighter grid

tied t jor

kings. Dittertll1t oolore d aymbo1s, not onJ,y identi-

air mits, but the souroe ot the int lligence coo-

ceming them, as, tor instanc , R/T J:V'p.Ling, " ickey" D/F' -ing, eto.

All theae DIP tix s wr r oeiTed by ta.&.LloOLJ..<lJ auxiliaries, atmding b

hind the P IIld &ring earphon s, who upon r ipt at the aa ea

proo d to tnnater t intellig oe reo 1...4 to the pa, Ullin

nr1oo1or pa1nta tor thia purpo •

Stalla aurroun the a1 a ot t

-n-

operatia1s roc:-, each oameot 4
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by direot telephcne line to the R/T pl tOQlS working en enenu traft'io

interoeptien. Other t'emale auxiliaries ocoupied these stalls, writing

down all messages tranamitted trom the R/T intercept platoau" whioh mes-

ages were immediate:l3" passed m to the duty offioer or his deputy.

Acoor<ting to the importanoe ot' intelligenoe cmtained in these messages,

their centent s w re passed m to the oanmanding general.

In t he operations room, whioh was built in three levels, the work

desks w re arr an ged in two rOIls . ~ the t'irst level sat a girl at a desk

copying down en a gridded map the dat appearing en the large illumin-

at ed maps . This was a permanent record retained for evaluatien purpose s ,

sinoe t he l arge map was regularly cleared to provide for the recording of

ne current erleIItY flights .

en the second level places were provided for the duty offioer and

his as istants, for the broadcasters, and the supervi ors of the female

auxi liaries. On the third l evel was located the command post.

The e aluators, mainly sergeants, were present for oon ult tion in

the operat ions roan as the situatim demanded. If, for in tance, there

were r aids from the South, enly specialists of the Sout h were needed in

the operatims room; the others worked in the evaluatien room of the ZJiF.

The evaluatien seotion of the ZAP prepared md distributed a twelve-

hour report of the air situation over the Reioh. Further it disseminated

statistics and intelligenc bullet:lns neoessary to the operatims of the

out -st tions . It determined the sif!11s and symbols used t o indic te air

activity. On t he walls of t he ev uation seot i m were maps and charts

indioating t he oper at i onal units ot' all the Allied Air Forces with 1 test

strength r eport s an d tables of organization turnished by the analysis

- Ur> " -
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oompanies ot the b ttalions. The perscnnel .... tn in n ber, but all

espeoially qualiti d.

During air raids there s a ocntinuoua oolloqu y bet the duty

ottioer ot the ZJ,,7' and tho ditterent duty ottioers ot the ldekoepte,

the tormer issuing directives to the latter. In the e oan'Yeraaticns

doubttul reports and s i t uat i ons re immediate~ clarified. Likewi se

the duty ottioers ot the eldekoepte gave centinuous reports on the s t te

ot oOJIlDUlioatiens, effeots ot tIleD\V j

ot the out-station •

g, and the operaticnal s tat us

At 1800 hours soh evening ocnterenoe held, attended alw~

by the PJ.F, at ..hich the air situaticn over the last 24 hours ..as r&-

viewed, d all tter of pertinent interest thoroughl3 disoussed. The

FAP advised the duty ottioers and evaluators of the immediate plans and

intenti ot the Jagdkorps.

The duty otfioer w esp oially ocoupied with the tollowin~ duties:

a) Discussicns with the Chiet of Staft or A-2 of the Jagdlcorps ocnoem-

ing t he current ituation which was a pl~ of questicn IIld IIlSW r;

b) Control of the eldekoepte in their traoking ot the erleuu banber

• an d f i ghter units , and disoussions with the duty offioers of the

e ldekoepfe ocnoeming the same;

0) Assign.ment ot new tasks to the Meldekoepfe upon oompleticn of their

missiens;

d) Disoussions with liaisCl'1 offioers of questiens and pcob.Lems arising

within the Jagddivisienen;

(
e) Rendering of persenal reports en the air situaticn to t he A-2 ot

t he General Staff and t o t he Chie f Signal Offi oer .

Provision was made for t he oont i nu t i on of the flow of int e lli gen oe

T OP En p c -
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in t he event of disablement of the ~ in that the SIS liaiscn officers

with the Jagddivisicnen an d important staff secticns had direct commun-i

icaticn l inks to a el dek opf or a radar intercept c en t e r . The respective

Jagddivisicnen we r e thereby certain of b eing constantly inf orme d of the

enelt\Y' air situ t i on at least in their particular and n e i ghboring seotors.

As the Meldekoepte 8'ld the r adar intercept centers had lateral oOllllIlJni

catien wit h each other , i t as fairly oertain even during the heaviest

air raids t hat ccmnunioation would be maintained between them.

The camnand post of the chief of the jauming service was also in the

ZAP. Dur ing air r aids this oftioer remained at the conmand post of the .

Jagdkorps in order to keep himself 1nformed cenceming the intenticns of

the fighter arm. It was his special. task · to 81Tange that the j8IDIling

t ransmitters did not interfere with our own tighter oper tions . His

ordere were given through the following ohannelsl

a) The nets ot the Reich Postal Service;

b) The n et s of the J gdkorps 8'ld en special r a dio transmit t r ;

0) Wire to the Luttg u Headquarters .

Orders t o cease jamming required very little time to be acted upon.

Difficulties n ever occurred. The chief' of jamming prepared a daily re

port whioh comprised an exaot list1ng of' all en enw janming that had

oocurred during the period oovered in t his area. This report was f

warded to the Chi-st lie 1n Berlin. Data were pplied by the J gd

divisienen and t he Luttgaue in cordanoe with a pre oribed f orm. The

oonsiderable number 0 j 8lllIl:in sets existing D8de it ditficult to secure

the dat for the reports in good time.
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The ZAF was in operat ion 24 hours a daJ'i onl\Y t he duty offioer

ohanged three times dail\Y i other persamel in the operatims roan work d

a 24-hour shift , having e ac h alt ern te d.e3 off. It was s rved by a

oompany of 170 members , men and wcmen both , and w s divide into three

pI t oons . There re 4 o:N'i oer s , 40 en listed men, and about 120 emale

auxiliaries. The n umb of girls is explained by the large aIDOmt of

work for whioh women w re partioularly adapted.

It W&8 intended t o exohmge offioers md evaluators as between the

m d t he Meldekoepfe fran time to time :in order to aoquaint them with

over &1.1 operations, an to avoid ene idedness. These measures dil2l' t

eventuate. Both the offioers and other persamel weI' exc llently quali-

fied in every respeot. The suooesses of the fighter arm were due in no

11 sure to them, whioh was repeatedly oCDfirmed by the cOlDIIlBllding

general.

Censtlll1t improvements in the organizaticn of the ope ratri cn s room

were aoc lished. The teohnioal equi ent w oontinually developed to .

higher standards. Prequent vi its of the oonmanders of flying mits as

11 as general staff ottioer erved to eliminate errCDeous ide&.8 about

the SIS, and t'urthe~ oo-operatim bet en the various el ents of the

o d. Every ettort W&.8 made CI1 the part of the SIS to et the wishe

of the t'l3ing unit 0 ders, IIld to entioipate requ~-._.~ts.

The Flak Dirts1ens, whioh were oharged with the defense of exten siTe

ar ,endeavor d also to proour direot telephone lines to the ZAP or

the lIeldeltoepf i but it oculd be realis d in a few ou s ally. But they

utf d no disadvant ther by sin offioers at

beadquart rs of th Jagddirl i re able to uppl.y info tim of

TOP SEC FT
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the air situaticn as reported by the SIS to their units.

During the 1 s t norrth of the war some Gauleiters also endeavored

to secure reports of the enenv air situaticn direct from the ZAP or the

1 eLdekoepf'e , These reports were supplied to them for their perscnal in-

formaticn in uncomprc.nising form. The Gauleiters were thereby enabled

to make security dispositicns for short per-rode of time, as, for instance,

in the protection of provisions and supplies in towns and cities threat-

ened with air bombardment.

The SIS grew int o the scheme of Reich Defense very easily and quiok-

ly. At the end of the war its resouroes were by no means exhausted.

7. Conclusions

First Question: Was the office of the FAF necessary?

It has been enaeavored in the expl.anat t on s a ...:>ve to ~ive an outline

of the development of the FJJi' in very simple form. ~rom the moment that

the military forces of the Reich were thrown upon t he defensive , it be-

came necessary to assemble such forces as were required for the defense

of the Reich itself.

The SL'3 was an integral part of the Re i ch defense by virtue of its

demonstrated expertness in airoraft tracking. Therefore its unified

ccmmand was obviously in order. By the establishment of the FAF there

was no diminution in the mi s s i cn of the SIS which had always been that
,

of supplying air intelligence to the air combat units and the Supr-eme

Corrmand. rro t he FAF came now the problem of balancing the demands

made upon th SIS a s between the Reich's Defense and otll::er requirements ,

wM c h .., w s always a ble to aocomplish without l os s of fficiency.

TOP SECRET
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E n if our forc es en t fronts in oooupied t rritory had t en the

ort s i ve , a \D'lified 0 SIS W&8 still indioat d n 88-

art beoause of t iner asin strength d pow r of t he em.cuqy air f orces .

In my event t 1\motiens of the PAP w re justifiable.

S ocnd' Queaticn: as the positicn of the FU in the ohain of 0 d

a proper ene?

Aooording to his title -Punkautklaerungsfuehrer Reioh-, his op r

ational ttmotiCl1 was to a ure air intelligenoe over the eioh's area.

So , just &8 he w s subordinate to th supreme oOlllIla'lder ot the Reioh

Defense, in the same fashien all the SIS oharged with the Reich Defense,

had to fall under' his ocmnand. Hi s am bilateral subordinatien to the

Chief of the Chi-8telle (Col. Friederioh) CI1 the op raticnal side, and

to the Chief Commander ot the SIS (General Kl ) on the admini trative

side , w s superfluous.

Third Questicn: a the umnarizing ot all sooroes of intelligenoe

in the Reioh Defense neoessary?

This is to be answered in the af'firlll8.tive without dispute. For this

reasen beside the SIS, the Grotmd Observer Service and reoamaissance

units oould be mentiCl1ed as sources of intelligenoe. Howeve r , the faot

r emains that aircraft reoonnaissSllo was used very little if at all :in

t he Reioh Defense. The air situatim pioture was composed out of th

efforts of the SIS and the Gro\D'ld Observer Servioe, and enabled the Can

mand to meet t he en~ ass ult i'J with maximum effeot out of the resources

at hand.
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Because of the shrunken and tard3 output of Germ8n industry it was im-
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it'th Question: Was the incorporation of the jamning offioer into

Fourth "'ue s tiem: Was the Z1F n oessary?

The establishment of the ZAP' proved t ruitful beyemd doubt . There

evolution 01' jantJring em our side was , oompar tively speaking, in its in

tmcy. Neverthel'ss it was carefully organized within existing IDeIl1'1S,

possible to meet him on similar footing in the use of these we pms, The

In t he field of jauming the ene!l\}" was t all times our superior.

by the several l!eldekoepfe. Likewise the defensive flying mits were

strengthened in their oper tions by the intelligenoe f'urnished t o them,

tral point, and e uating in an ov r all sense , all infonnatiem gathered

have been made the c Sltr for all oanbat int ell genoe as it was tor sig-

was not an air r d but dememstrated the need of assembling in eme oen-

igenoe organiz tion. Beside the ZAP proved the exhibiticn pieoe 01' the

and, properly exploited, promised ever greater eucceeses, Its oo-ord-

either by gen 1 di t ribution or em oall , by th one oentral air intell-

nal intelligenoe was a question that was no more than pemdered.

SIS , t}~reby en oing the latter's prestige. Whether the ZAP should

and their tuzning en d switohing otf was at times matter of a mom-

ent t s deoisien , requiring oo-ordinat ien acoording t the air 51tuat iem,

inated dir ction through a start' jaaming offioer was perfectly proper.

As the employment at the ja1111dng transmitters was delia te operation

att ined enly it the j

IlIld the intentiens of the Fighter COIIJDmld, ultimate results could

Authority IV N(j crt ~ol b.
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Sixth Question : What is required for an ideal defense 01' the Reich

The introduoticn into wart'are of rocket weapons, the evoluticn ot

which has but begun , and which holds many surprises in store , compels

relisicn in all ideas bearing upcn the defense of an ar

In the detense 01' the Reich, which more properly mq be oalled the

Reioh .Air Detense, there should be observed, out 01' the experienoes 01'

orld War II, the tollowing prinoiples;

a) Representative of the Reich Air Defense is an . r ..l"oroe;

b) Military units on the trcntiers cClIlUitt d to offensive otion have

nothing to do with the Reioh Air Defense;

0) Th~ Signal Corp will pl~ a mo t import t role in my wars 01'

the tuture, teohnioal as uoh will be. Th b st brains ust be

emplo ed ther. To the oper ticn 01' the Signal Corps oan be

attributed most deoisive importanoe;

d) The ioh .A.ir Detense i importillt in all 01' its parts;

e) Closest oollaboraticn with ottio r spcnsibl for the oivilian

populaticn, and representati II or indu try, is n oe sery;

1') In oocupied t rritoriea t re mu t b organised among the oivilian

populat1cn units peo1a.ll,y trained tor Wle during and diateJ3r

tollowing air raida.

The Re10h .A.ir t se t nlop new tho in order to et tha

threat ot rook oanatruoticn ot t .1n pens to et

thi. threat is in.a.L.5PclIlllible d without doubt teom1oall,y p .1ble.

pana1bil1ty tor t proper organiaat1cn at t ot the

ioh should be giYen to a Luttw e ral, point

ohiet tor purpo e. .A.ssisting
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Germany should be peoially seleoted t~f.

Direotly ubordinated to the ComIWlder-:1n-Chief should bel

1. The Chief of reoCl'mussanoe lU'lits;

2. The Chiet ot tighter \mits;

3. The Chiet ot ground oanb t troops;

4. The Chief ot ground perscnnel and supplies;

5. The Chief ot passive air detense units.

Als o assigned should be:

6. government repre entative ( ini try of the Interior, Ministry ot

Commerce);

7. A representative of :1ndustry;

8 . ~ ~ liaison \mit;

9. AN avy lia1sal unit.

Units of the tollowing arms and servioes appear neoessary for the

defense of the Reioh:

1. Fly:1ng Units

a ) Reoonnaissance units;

b ) Singl e-engine fighter lU'lits (da.Y fighter) ;

0) 'l'win- en gine fighter units (night fighters, esoort for rec cnn a is-

sanoe aircr ) j

d) Jamning \mits (j8llJIling iroraf't for j8lllIling eneIl\y R/T traffic

an d radar) .

2. Gl'ound Combat Unit s

) Light and heavy tlak units;

b) Anti-aircraft r ocket \mit

c) Barrage balloCil unf.t s ;
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d) Smoke IS 11 units;

e ) Searohlight units.

3. SieAal thits

) Si al int lli gen ce i t s ;

b) Radar and ual. obs rvation units;

0) dio decept i on un its ;

d) Radio mcn i t or ing mii t s (seourity)

e) Radio j ing unit s ;

t) Coamunic t i ons unit s ;

) Cons t ruct i on unit s ;

h) Fight er control un it 3.

4. Ground Crew and Supp].y Units

5. ir Deten Units

a) Pir - fight ing un i t s ;

b) Exoavat i on unit s ( gas , w ter, e~ectricity, dredgers);

0) Air raid den units;

d) P otory-defense units.

The de ense ot Ge11llanJ' depends on a ry good coummi c at ions n et -

wor k , an d requires many dir ct lines . Co d pos t s JIIlst he. e the newest

an d mo t modem equi t , T lensi between commend posts should be

provided. 1 oomman d posts s. auld be so construoted that airb e for-

mations om be ccntrolled by them.

In peaoetiJoe, all prepar tiona must be planned and carr-Led out to

the smallest detail to insure smooth operation in t .i.me of war. Frequent

exercises are most neoessary, insotar 8 they oan be oarried out.
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